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TAGS: PFOR, 

SUBJECT: NEGOTIATORS VISIT VENEZUELA AND COLOMBIA 

REF: PANAMA 2134 

1 . STORY IN EL UNIVERSAL OF CARACAS ON 24 MARCH, REPORTING 
ARRIVAL OF NEGOTIATORS, SAID IN PART "BUNKER AND LINOWITZ WILL 
MEET TODAY WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, CARLOS ANDRES 
PEREZ, WHOM THEY WILL INFORM ON THE COURSE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, 
WHICH ARE NOW IN A RATHER DELICATE PHASE AFTER THE LATEST TALKS, 
AT THE END OF WHICH BUNKER STATED THAT IF PANAMA WERE TOUGH, 
THEY, THE AMERICANS, WOULD BE EVEN TOUGHER." THUS, THIS STORY 
ATTRIBUTING STATEMENT TO BUNKER PLACES TIMING OF SUCH STATEMENT 
AT END OF LAST ROUND, NOT DURING VISIT TO CARACAS. 

2. HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH CARACAS BY TELEPHONE 
TO VERIFY WHETHER THERE MAY HAVE BEEN ANOTHER NEWS STORY ALONG 
SIMILAR LINES. 
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3. NO STATEMENTS OF SUCH A NATURE WERE MADE BY NEGOTIATORS 
IN CARACAS. 

SANCHEZ 
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